UFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN ^AMBUDIRI

and addressing him. This style of the poet reminds one of
Narayaniyam of Melputtur, who addresses Lord Guruvayurappa
directly. At the beginning of the work itself, he requests the Lord
to shower blessings for the successful completion of the work.3
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In this context he mentions Kuchela, Vasudeva, Devaki and
the gopis who were fortunate enough to win the grace of Lord
Krishna.4 In the stanzas that follow he points out that Putana and
other demons like Sakatasura were also blessed by the Lord and
given salvation even though they had tried to kill him. The poet
projects the wide range of the Lord's mercy that flows beyond all
limitations. He illustrates it taking situations connected with the
admirable life of little Krishna at the abode of Nandagopa.
The bhakta poet observes that it is due to Lord's mercy that the
Kalindi flows, the Vrindavana shines with beauty, and the
Govardhana mountain remains with its head high.5

Quite often we find Vazhakunnam asking the Lord to shower
that grace on him:6

3. Ibid. Stanza 3, p.L ,

4.  Ibid. pp.12,13.

5.  Ibjd. p. 17.

6. Ibid. Stanza: 27, p. 16.

92